
 

Experiential Learning​

Narrative 
40-60-Minute Learning Experience 
 

After engaging your participants in these learning activities, watch one of the videos 
listed in the video viewing section below, together. Then use the applicable discussion 
and reflection questions for a final conversation and wrap-up to the program. 

​
Before beginning, check out our Facilitator’s Guide, which explains how to use this 
learning activity as a set induction prior to watching the video. 

In order to develop the skills in which to analyze various narratives and differentiate 
between narrative and history, learners will engage in interactive learning activities that 
will lead them on this journey. Learners will encounter an experience which 
demonstrates how their perspective can often influence their outlook on a particular 
situation. In addition, students will be encouraged to put themselves in someone else’s 
shoes by assessing worldviews they may have not previously looked at. 
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https://unpacked.education/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/IHS-Experiential-Learning-Facilitators-Guide.pdf


 

Activities (20-30 min) 

Supplies: Link to “They Saw a Game” experiment” 

1.​ “They Saw a Game” - Selective Perception Analysis (10-15 min) 
a.​ Divide the participants into small groups of 3-4 and have them read the following 

article.  
b.​ Each group should read  the “They Saw a Game” case study. 
c.​ After reading the article, each group should discuss the following questions: 

i.​ What are the implications of this experiment? 
ii.​ How does one’s bias affect his or her perception of an event? 
iii.​ How did the Dartmouth students experience the game differently than the 

Princeton students? 
iv.​ How did the Princeton students experience the game differently than the 

Dartmouth students? 
v.​ Do you think less of either the Dartmouth or the Princeton students? Why 

or why not? 
vi.​ How is it possible for two different groups to look at the same event and 

see two different things? What influences that? 
d.​ Bring the entire group together and discuss the following questions: 

i.​ How do you deal with history vs. narrative? Identify the history and the 
narrative in this experiment. 

ii.​ How can two people look at the same political issue and see it 
differently? What influences that? 

iii.​ Do you think less of someone who sees political issues differently than 
you do? Why or why not? 

iv.​ How can your life experiences influence your perspective on specific 
issues? 

v.​ How can “where you stand” influence your perspective on life and on 
specific issues? 
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2.​ Narrative Presentations (15-20 min) 

a.​ Split your participants into groups of three. 
b.​ Tell each group to come up with a well-known movie, historical/biblical event or a 

fairy tale. 
c.​ Give each group 10 minutes to create a skit or story based on what they chose; 

the story should be told from a different perspective than the original (ex. Mufasa 
in The Lion King).  

d.​ Each group should present their skit in less than three minutes. 
e.​ At the end of all of the skits, ask the following questions: 

i.​ What were the biggest differences between the stories told today 
compared to the originals? 

ii.​ What was the experience like to think about a well-known story from a 
different perspective? 

iii.​ Did this exercise change your own perspective on the story? 
iv.​ In your own life, do you find it hard to put yourself in other peoples’ shoes? 

Why or why not? 
v.​ Do you think that every perspective of any given story has a legitimate 

view? Or is it more black and white? 
f.​ As a supplement, ask a student to tell the story of the Three Little Pigs and then 

follow up by showing them the video of The True Story of the Three Little Pigs. 
Ask your participants to break down the major differences between the two 
stories. After hearing both sides of the story, who do they identify with more? 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m75aEhm-BYw


 

Processing: Grade 8-Adult (10-15 min) 

●​ Have you ever been in a situation where you were convinced that one thing happened, 
and another person believed something else happened? In the end, was one person 
“right”? What made the other person think something “wrong”? 

●​ Can two differing perspectives of an event both be “right”? 
●​ Did putting yourself in the perspective of a secondary movie character change your 

perception of the story? How so? 
●​ What is the difference between history and narrative? How does narrative influence our 

understanding of history? 
●​ In the novel To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee writes “You never really understand a 

person until you consider things from his point of view...until you climb inside of his skin 
and walk around in it.” Debrief this quote. What does it mean? 

Additional Processing: Grade 11-Adult 
●​ What is more important, factual accuracy or the story told? 
●​ What role does storytelling play in society or religion? 
●​ How does one differentiate between history and narrative? 
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Video Viewing and Post-Video Reflection (15-20 min) 
What is Zionism? 

●​ Daniel Septimus notes that when Zionism was formed, it was knocked from the Reform 
left because the Reform movement viewed Judaism as a religion and not a people, and it 
was knocked from the right because the religious community viewed Zionism as 
blasphemous because the “Zionists were revolting against God’s will.” If the Jewish 
people accepted Zionism earlier on, do you think history would have played itself out in 
the same way or in a different way?  

●​ One of the fundamental disputes between Jabotinsky and Herzl was on the impact 
Zionism would have on antisemitism. Herzl believed Zionism would end antisemitism, 
while Jabotinsky believed Zionism would serve as a protection from it. While it seems 
like antisemitism is not going away, what role do you see the Jewish state playing in 
combating antis-Semitism, and who do you think is responsible to stop antis-Semitism? 

●​ If Zionism can simply be understood as the Jewish national liberation movement, why 
do you think some people are opposed to the idea of Zionism? 

 

What is Deir Yassin? 
●​ Is it possible for two people to have very different accounts of what happened? The 

Yanny or Laurel dispute helps us understand that it is perhaps quite possible to 
experience the very same thing differently. How can the Yanny or Laurel dispute help us 
understand why many Palestinians and Israelis see the history of Deir Yassin differently 
(or maybe you think it does not at all)?  

●​ Some historians claim, and eyewitnesses testify, that the Jewish troops issued a 
warning to all civilians as they entered the village of Deir Yassin. Others claim that there 
was no such warning, or that it was only partially heard. Does this warning change the 
events at hand? Would knowing that there was definitely a warning vindicate the troops 
or not? Explain. 

●​ The events of Deir Yassin are regarded by the Palestinians as the beginning of the 
Nakba, and by Israelis as a watershed moment in the War of Independence. A first-hand 
Palestinian account reads: “[the troops] blew the door down, entered and started 
searching the place; they got to the storeroom, and took us out one by one. They shot the 
son-in-law, and when one of his daughters screamed, they shot her too. … We all started 
screaming and crying, but were told that if we did not stop, they would shoot us all. They 
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then lined us up, shot at us, and left.” Irgun leader and later prime minister Menachem 
Begin wrote: “Not what happened at Deir Yassin, but what was invented about Deir 
Yassin, helped to carve the way to our decisive victories on the battlefield … The legend 
was worth half a dozen battalions to the forces of Israel.”Are these accounts 
compatible? How can two people view the same event so completely differently? 

 

First Intifada 
●​ Many describe the footage of the Intifada with teenagers throwing rocks against soldiers 

with tanks to be the moment that Israel went from the “David” in world opinion to the 
“Goliath” on the world stage. Do you think this depiction of Israel is fair and accurate? 

●​ Eric Black describes two different depictions of the Intifada. From an Israeli perspective, 
“a campaign of terrorism against Israel [was launched] by the population of the occupied 
territories. Israel responded with counterterrorism measures, based on a policy of using 
the least force necessary to pacify the territories.” From a Palestinian perspective, 
“Equating any Palestinian action to liberate their homeland with “terrorism” is one of the 
favorite tricks of Israel’s leaders…When Israel, with the strongest military in the region, 
with U.S. arms and subsidies, with a nuclear arsenal, kills far more Arab civilians, women 
and children in bombing raids against refugee camps, it is only defending itself.” Is there 
a way to empathize with both of these perspectives while also deeply understanding 
what Israel was up against? 

●​ What do you think the average Israeli experienced during this tense time? What about the 
average Palestinian? 

●​ What effect does the media have in shaping people’s opinions? How do you see this 
today? 
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Who Was Baruch Goldstein? 
●​ Compared to Palestinian terrorism, acts of Jewish terrorism are much rarer. Should this 

impact how you view this episode? Why or why not? 
●​ Although there’s no way to know what ultimately drove Goldstein to carry out this attack, 

an interesting question arises: Does knowing his motivation matter? Why or why not? 
Make a case for both sides. 

●​ Different people and groups responded to the massacre in different ways. Which person 
or group’s reaction made the strongest impression on you, whether positively or 
negatively? Explain. 

●​ Chief Lord Rabbi Jonathan Sacks said at the time: “Such an act is an obscenity and a 
travesty of Jewish values. That it should have been perpetrated against worshippers in a 
house of prayer at a holy time makes it a blasphemy as well… Violence is evil. Violence 
committed in the name of God is doubly evil. Violence against those engaged in 
worshipping God is unspeakably evil.” Why does the fact that Goldstein carried out this 
attack against worshippers make it more devastating? What do you consider sacred 
space in your life? 

●​ While Jewish acts of terror are few and far between, they do occur from time to time. 
How does it make you feel when a fellow Jew carries out a heinous crime? Does it affect 
how you view Palestinian terror? 

 

Palestinians of the West Bank 
●​ What is the difference between history and narrative, and how does narrative influence 

our understanding of people? 
●​ How can two sides who have difficulty accepting each other’s claims form a lasting 

peace? Is it possible? 
●​ If you were Israeli, how would you feel about having checkpoints? If you were Palestinian, 

how would you feel about them? 
●​ Reflect on Brene Brown’s famous quote about empathy: “Empathy is simply listening, 

holding space, withholding judgment, emotionally connecting, and communicating that 
incredibly healing message of you’re not alone.” Do you feel it is impossible to have this 
for the Palestinian people without sacrificing your passion for Zionism and Israel? 
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History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 
●​ People on the Israeli right often argue that Israel has no peace partner. After viewing this 

video, what legitimacy do you give this point of view? Where do you push back on this 
idea? 

●​ People on the Israeli left argue that Israel hasn’t done enough to provide the Palestinians 
with a state. What legitimacy do you give this point of view? Where do you push back on 
this idea? 

●​ Assess the following statement by Abba Eban, “The Arabs never miss an opportunity to 
miss an opportunity.” Do you agree with this pithy assertion or do you see some factors 
that may have made it very challenging for the Arabs and Palestinians to make 
concessions? 

●​ Put yourself in the position of a Jew from the last few centuries and envision having a 
state of your own. What do you feel? Do the same, but put yourself in the shoes of a 
Palestinian. How do you feel? 
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